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point of the diversities of the modern man's faith and
practice, of an underlying unity in fundamentals, the reali-
zation of which seems almost the condition of human
survival in a world which has become physically one. In
the achievement of this common faith Gandhiji, though not
a philosopher or a theologian, has given a clearer lead
than any one else. Living intensely in the presence of
naked Reality, stripping himself mentally as well as physi-
cally of all obstructing wrappings, he was able to sense basic
truths more than most others in the modern world. His
contribution to religion is as vitally revolutionary as that
to Indian education; and no epithet describes either more
correctly than the word Basic.
Gandhiji's religion is basic in three aspects. First, in
the breadth and depth of its definition of Ultimate Reality
as Truth, Second, in its insistence that religion is all-
pervasive and not a compartmental concern. And third, in
its unreserved acceptance of the validity of all religions.
Nothing is more fundamental and nothing has been
more fruitful of contention than the conception of God in
religion. So cardinal is that in religious belief that to most
people religion means belief in and worship of God, in
spite of religious systems like Buddhism which discard the
idea of God. God has been argued in and out of existence
by thinkers from the beginning of time; and He has been
blindly believed in and propitiated by the masses ever
since man became a conscious being. Varying concepts of
God, as personal or impersonal, as one or many, as having
attributes or none, as with or without form, have been the
bones of contention and the distinguishing marks between
the different religions. Without denying the validity of
any of these, crude though many of them may seem to
professedly enlightened minds, Gandhiji arrived at a basic
idea that undergirds them all and sets free the springs of
revolutionary advance in every one of them. No meta-
physical or systematic thinker himself, he struck at an idea
that can be and is at the basis of all religious quest and
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